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Crossing 

A trust once broken is difficult to rebuild. The risk of making another mistake will 

always be inside of reach and the thought of it can be terrifying. No matter how bad one 

wants to rebuilt trust and a relationship of love something can get in the way because 

there will always be phenomena greater than the human will. In the short story Crossing 

written by Mark Slouka in 2009 the current in a river gets in the main characters way of 

rebuilding his relationship with his son who has to trust him not to slip on the rocks of 

the river. Life and death depend on this trust, but perhaps the risk is too big. How far can 

you go before you are crossing the line of trust?  

 

The main character is a man in his thirties or around that age as he has a young son and 

has been married. The fact that the main character is divorced is not written directly but 

as he sits in the driveway of a house he looks at the yard and “the azaleas he’d planted.” 

(l. 14). This indicates that he has once lived there and as he walks inside he ducks his 

head like a visitor which shows that he has not always been a visitor in the house. When 

the main character picks his son up at the house in the morning he gets a hope that 

maybe he will be able to make things right again. The trip to the old barn across the river 

with his son is a small step towards this. He truly wants to make up for the bad things he 

has done. He needs his son’s approval and trust which is seen in how he continuingly 

tries to comfort his son as they cross the river. At one point the reader gets a hint about 

the reason behind the divorce. “My God, all his other fuckups were just preparations for 

this.” (ll. 135-136). It is the main character who has destroyed the marriage and he 

knows it. In general he is very reflective and his thoughts play an important role in the 

short story. His thoughts are marked by a panic anxiety and among other thoughts he 

has a vision of death like a tunnel at the end of the road. The nervous, anxious thoughts 

affect the mood of the short story.  

 

The main character’s thoughts guide the reader through the story even though it is not 

told by a first person narrator but by a third person narrator. The narrative technique 

used in Crossing has a significant meaning for the reader’s understanding of the short 

story. The short story is written in the past tense and the narrator knows what is going 

to happen. The narrator gives small hints saying that something dangerous is about to 

happen. However, as nothing happens at first the effect of the hints is that the reader is 
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anxious together with the main character. The narrative technique is also to give danger 

signals such as “The current was stronger” (l. 105). By doing so the reader is constantly 

forced to fearing the worst which is exactly what the main character does. The danger 

signals lead to the last crossing of the river where the main character slips with his son 

on his back in the strong current. However, the short story ends before it is revealed 

whether the main character was right about fearing for his life or not. With the open 

ending the fate of the main character and the son is left to the reader. A huge part of the 

short story has to be understood indirectly out of the hints given by the narrator. 

However, one of the things described in the short story is the setting. 

 

Crossing takes place in a magnificent nature reserve. The setting has importance for the 

actions in the short story. An example of this is the role of the river throughout the story 

and especially in the end. The river is a threat to the main character because it is a 

phenomenon he cannot control and he fear for his own and his son’s lives as he crosses 

it. However, it also reminds him of happy moments with his own father. The nature as 

setting gives the main character the possibility of sharing a good time with his son as 

well as it creates an atmosphere where the main character and the son are small in the 

greater picture. The title “Crossing” refers to the river crossing which the main character 

shows his son on their trip. At first the river crossing is necessary for the father and son 

to get a good trip and bond with each other and it is a possibility for the main character 

to show his son that he can trust his father. On the way home the river crossing becomes 

a question of life and death for the two of them. The barn has significance for the main 

character and for the reader’s understanding of him. In connection with the barn the 

comment “Something about rooms in rooms.” (ll. 77-78) is made. This comment shows 

the side of the main character that needs safety. He does not like to watch his little son 

sitting against a bank of stones which might be due to the fact that the main character 

realizes the powers of the nature that surrounds him. He also understands that he is not 

in a safety zone as he crosses the river and tries to rebuild his relationship with his son. 

 

In Crossing the main character does not just cross the line of the powerful phenomena of 

nature but he also pushes the trust between him and his son to the limit. As he stands 

thigh-high in the water after having slipped several times and still tells his son to “just 

hang on” (l. 157) he might have reached the limit.  


